


Huntsvilie, Ala., works
on one of the camp's
fieot of Humvees. The
group mechanics are re-
sponsibie for maintain-
ing ail the vehicies

-
within the CJSOTF as
well as the Green Berat
teams’ vehicles
throughout the country,
2 which means making
k. Operations Task Force (CJSOTF's) perimets 4 - “house calls” with their
personnel spocialist for Headquarters and Headquarters qu;y- 7, Afghanistan. In his
0 pany (HHC), 20h Special Forces Group (SFG),Biringham, . ¥ - ' alvian We, Hart (% 2
L, where, in his civillan occupation he is a police officer. - - o . : college
- e . \ » 8\ Huntsville.
Text and Photographs By SFC Paul Avallone
1 SFG(A). was a ince Vietnam, the Green
o L b recent Special . Berets have played impor-
Forces . - . 3
Assessment and ; : tant, mainly behind-the-
graduate and is | scenes, parts in America’s
headed to the v /, encomp:
u Special Forces , - @ =
-k Qualification ing places like Ce
Course to ; . . e Afri
Bacooes SN0 ) America, the Balkans, .\‘fr a,
Special Forces _ T 1 the Far East and the Middle
I 4 2 4 East. The vast majority of the

Green Beret missions have

the University of .

Alabama, - 4 . : B
Birmingham, - | mainly involved training and
th dvgru = - | . > ¢

':""7"'"'"7!“: . ng up foreign armies,
e . . with rare combat roles, such as
o Afghanistan vk s

in El Salvador, Panama and &

Desert Storm. It was not until

v F the war in Afghanistan—the
i opening of Operation Enduring
| Freedom—that, as they had

early in the Vietnam War,
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E his been o Grer

serving with the 7th, 12t and 20th SFG:
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force. Special Forces teams from the
special Forees Group (based at Fort Campbel

trated Afghanistan within a month of %11 and joined the

various Norhern Alliance forces, lea
feat of the Taliban and al Qa«h in less than two months. |

SSgt. Mike Belcher mans the guard shed at the entrance fo
the forward operating base (FOB) at K2 (Karshi Khanabad),
Uzbekistan, A secure encampment with limited access, the
FOB is open only to those authorized. Guard duties are
rotated throughout the enlisted personnel. As a rigger for 15t
Battalion, 20th SFG, Belcher was responsible for all airborne
resupply missions to the battalion's Special Forces teams
deployed in Afghanistan,

At the CISOTF in Bag-
ram air base, Afghani-
stan, Capt, Kelvin
Whisenhunt (left), Sgt.
Steve Osborne (con-
tor) and Sgt. Gary
Pounders (right) tweak
a sateliite antenna to
get maximum gain for
broadcast to U.S.
Army Special Opera-
Hons Command at
Fort Bragg, N.C. Al
three are members of

ham, Ala., of the Al-
I his civilian profes-
sion, Whisenhunt is a

University in Atlanta,
Ga. Osborne is a po-
lice officer in the town
of Villarics, Ga., in the Atianta region. Pounders is a police offi-
cer in Huntsville, Ala. The guys of the Sig Det are responsible
for keeping 24-hour communication links open between the
dispersed Green Boret teams scatiered through the country as
well as links with Central Command. theater command and
stateside Special Forces commarnd.

sreen Beret teams stationed

hout Afghanistan have been

he peace while continuing to hunt for the rem-

nants of al Qaeda and Taliban, which still threaten the
country.

Battalions from the active duty 3rd Special Forces

Sgt. Wendell Perry, 20th SFG mess section, makes
final preparations on the food line just before epening
the dining facitity for dinner. As one of a small staff
that feeds more than 500 soldiers in the CJSOTF two
hot meals a day, Perry is a member of Group Support
Company, 20th SFG{A), Birmingham, Ala. In his civil-
ian job, he is a John Deere mochanic.

Above, Spe. Terry Phillips and Sgt.
John Roth gather the mail during the
Christmas season. Roth and Phillips
waeve responsible for the entire battal-
lon's mail—not just the men of the FOB
at K2, but also all the Green Berets of
the teams depioyed downrange in
Afghanistan. It took a tremendous ef-
fort, especially during the Christmas
rush, to get the thousands of

of mail onto pallets and airfifted to the
dispersed teams in Afghanistan.

Right, $5gt. Lonnie England, a
mechanic with Group Support
Company, 20th SFG (A), zips around on
a Polaris Sportsman on his rounds
through the vehicle repair yard at the
CJSOTF, Bagram air base. The six-
wheeler makes it easier in all weather,
Including the snows of winter, fo haul
tools and equipment. England lives in
Birmingham, Ala., where, as a civilian,
he is a mechanic at the U.S. Steel mill.
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Capt. Michael Perry, 1st Battalion, 20th SFG, S-2

at FOB K2, Uzbekistan. He is in charge of the bat-
tation i soction and for alt
the and for
the deployed Groen Beref teams in Afghanistan.

A supply sergeant with 8 Company, 1st Battalion,
20th SFG, Sgt. A.D. Miller normally spends all his
time cooped up in the rear making sure the
Green Berets downrange have the gear and
ammo they need. For his good work, Miller was
Invited to join a team in rural Afghanistan to
experience life on the ground as a Green Beret.
First stop: a camel ride. Next stop: Miller plans to
attend the Special Forces Assessment and
Selection in an attempt to become Special
Forces-qualified.

S§S5gt. Walter Wielechowski stands
Guard duty over Afghan workers
hired as day laborers for various

fobs in the CISOTF. Wielechowski
is with the 403rd Civil Affairs Bat-
talion, in Mattydale, N.Y. Though
the civil affairs battalions do not
fall directly within the Special
Forces groups, they are sister
units, as civil affairs and Special
Forces work hand-in-hand in the
posicombat rebullding of a coun-
Iry. In Afghanistan, the civil affairs
detachments fall under the com-
mand of the CJSOTF, which is
commanded by the SFG
commander, a colonel.

S0 ARMY B April 2004

ap (Fort Bragg. N.C.) and the National Guard's 19th
and 20th Groups (based in Colorado and Alabama, re-

up on a rotational ba-

While it is the Green Berets who appear on the front
pages—both in written accounts of their actions and in

Al FOB K2, Elvis Presley stands walch over
battalion radio operators Sgt. Jeff Knowles
(near) and Sgt. Jim Crabb (far) in the signal
center, as the evening news plays on the
satellite television. Responsible for keeping
lines of communications open 24 hours a day
with the more than 20 battalion Green Bere!
teams downrange in Afghanistan and the
higher command CJSOTF at Bagram air bage,
the operators work
12-hour shifts, but

Signal conters of the
21st-century Army are as

computer-dependent as
they are radio-depen-
dent, even when they are
based out of tents, as

Afghanistan. Maj. Huey T.
Haymon, J-8, responsibie

for command, control
and communications,
checks operations on
one of the two comput-
ers at his desk. Haymon
is a long-term member of
the 20th SFG. He is an
electronics techniclan
and makes his home In
Huntsville, Ala.
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fail to give them credit, though the public rarely hears of
their unheralded work.
The soldiers highlighted in the photographs on these
A paramedic in his civilian occupation, Sgt. pages have been quietly taking care of business under
SRyt Ny extraordinary circumstances. They are National Guard
soldiers from the 20th Group, both the group headquar-
;. lers companies and the 15t Battalion companies. They are
Hawley does the initial examination of a little
boy compiaining of severe throat pain.

SSgt. Jim Kelly and Sgt. John Wilson,
supply sergeants with 1st Battalion, 20th
Special Forces, make the rounds in the
snow of K2 in a John Deere mule.

5Sgi. Mike Boston of
the battalion S-4
drives a 12-ton fork-

staging area af K2 to
an aircraft for
movement fo Green
Beret teams
downrange in
Afghanistan.
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not unlike the support personnel of the other six Special

Forces groups, both active duty and Guard. As airborne
soldiers, they all wear a beret other than the Army stan-
dard issue black o theirs is maroon—and in the seven
months that these soldiers recently spent deployed to
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan for Operation Enduring Free-
dom, they were the “guys behind the Green Berets.

In the CJSOTF at Bagram air
base, the living quarters are
tents; the latrines are out-
houses, and the showers are
mobile connexes. The morale
and welfare of the troops are
greatly Improved with the in-
stallation of hot water for
bathing and washing clothes.
Maintenance workers, Spc.
Josh Cawl (left) and Spe.
William Moorehead (right),
make sure the hot-water heat-
Ing system is up and running
24/7. Both are from the 777th
Maintenance Company in
Nashviile, Tenn., and were mo-
bilized as part of the active
duty Special Forces support
unit, the 528th Support Battal-
fon in Fort Bragg, N.C.

Deployed for nine months in Afghanistan
with several Special Forces teams, Re-
servists (left to right) Spe. Travis Mastin, Sgt.
Jason Fuchs and SSgt. Rob Bell partici-
pated as an integral part of the Tactical Psy-
ops Team (TPT) responsible for all psycho-
logical operations. Here, the TPT provides
overwalch along
with Afghan militia
forces during a pa-
trol in the moun-
tains of eastern
Afghanistan.
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